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areas of their deployment, AAI observers vis-
ited over 250 polling places nationwide.

AAI found that the elections were held
under a cloud of uncertainly and substantial
logistical difficulty caused by a lack of ade-
quate infrastructure, minimal election expe-
rience and training, and the displacement of
sectors of the population due to hostile mili-
tary actions on or just prior to the date of
the elections. This situation often led to the
late opening and numerical overtaxing of
many polling stations and, in some areas,
disruption of the vote and count. Still, in the
majority of the areas observed by AAI dele-
gates, the vote went forward in a proce-
durally correct manner, with materials pro-
vided and correctly utilized. Polling station
officials, political party representatives and
domestic observers, in most cases, were ade-
quately prepared and conducted their duties
in an exemplary manner. In the, areas of the
country observed by AAI delegates, the dif-
ficulties cited above were overcome by the
fierce determination of an overwhelming ma-
jority of the population to hold the elections
on schedule, even in the face of serious at-
tempts to obstruct and disrupt the process.

Despite these administrative inadequacies
and certain instances of violence and intimi-
dation in Freetown, as well as deadly con-
flicts between citizens and those seeking to
disrupt the election in Bo and Kenema, the
electoral process was largely peaceful and
free of threats and confrontations. Voting
took place in are orderly fashion in most pol-
ing stations. There was little evidence of
fraud or irregularity.

The AAI delegation wishes to salute the
people of Sierra Leone for their strong com-
mitment to democratic practices and their
determination to hold elections on schedule.
This unflinching commitment to democratic
values and procedures, as well as the courage
that the citizens demonstrated in the face of
great danger, augurs well for the future of
democracy in this country.

The AAI delegation also wishes to con-
gratulate the Chairman of the Interim Na-
tional Electoral Commission, Dr. James
Jonah, and his colleagues for their impar-
tiality and inspiring and tenacious leader-
ship under difficult conditions.

Finally, the AAI delegation thanks the
people of Sierra Leone for their hospitality
and warm welcome.

On March 29, 1996, Ahmad Tejan Kabbah
of the Sierra Leone People’s Party was sworn
in as the President of the Republic of Sierra
Leone. This peaceful transition of power from
a military regime to a freely elected civilian
government is a tremendous step onto the
road to democracy, and I think will have a
very positive effect on some of Sierra Leone’s
authoritarian neighbors.

In fact, just last week, when United States
citizens located in the neighboring country of
Liberia were threatened by the ongoing vio-
lence in that country, the Government of Si-
erra Leone allowed the United States to use
their airport to help with the evacuation of
Americans and other internationals from the
Liberian capital city of Monrovia. For this, we
are very grateful, and thank the new Govern-
ment of Sierra Leone for their cooperation and
assistance.

Also deserving special recognition are all of
the United States citizens living in Sierra
Leone, especially the people who work at the
United States Embassy in Freetown led by
Ambassador John Hirsch, a very dynamic indi-
vidual who has given so much of himself to
help the people of Sierra Leone.

It seems that we hear so much bad news
from Africa—it’s good to be able to emphasize
the good news when it comes along.

With that in mind, I hope that all of my col-
leagues in the House and Senate will join us
in congratulating the people of the Republic of
Sierra Leone by helping to pass this resolu-
tion.
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RIVER RIDGE (FL) HIGH SCHOOL’S
MOCK STATE LEGISLATURE

HON. PETER T. KING
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I would like to in-
clude in the RECORD an article from the
Tampa Tribune which describes River Ridge
(FL) High School’s mock State legislature and
what its student participants learned about the
legislative process. Of special interest are the
reflections of Kevin Miller, ‘‘Speaker of the
House.’’

STUDENTS FIND LEGISLATOR SEAT NO EASY
CHAIR

(By Tiffany Anderson)
NEW PORT RICHEY.—For at least a few

hours, seniors became senators.
The 12th-grade class at River Ridge High

School got a chance to play politics by par-
ticipating Friday in the school’s mock state
legislative session.

To earn class credit in American govern-
ment, more than 328 students served as state
representatives and senators and sat on com-
mittees.

The bills they wrote won’t ever make it
outside the school’s auditorium. But that
didn’t keep most seniors from taking the
event any less seriously.

‘‘People told me that I would run every-
thing,’’ said Kevin Miller, 18-year-old speak-
er of the ‘‘House.’’ ‘‘In a way, that’s true. I
just didn’t realize how much power Newt
Gingrich has. If he doesn’t like someone he
can make it really hard for people.’’

State Rep. Mike Fasano spoke to the sen-
iors on the first day of the two-day event.
Later, students spent hours heatedly debat-
ing dozens of issues from abortion education
to education reform.

By Friday, the make-believe legislators
had learned that life in the Capitol isn’t easy
and that getting a law passed is even harder.

More than 275 bills were discussed in com-
mittee. Only 40 were heard on the House and
Senate floor.

Students proposed such legislation as:
The Dumb Teachers Act, requiring instruc-

tors to be recertified every year.
Mandating that school administrators

keep toilet paper and soap in the bathroom
or be subject to fines plus tar and feathering.

Increasing the speed limit on state high-
ways to 85 miles per hour.

Ultimately, only five bills became ‘‘law,’’
making it more difficult to use lottery
money to supplement school funding; allow-
ing a vehicle’s tinted windows to be as dark
as the driver wanted; permitting students to
work as many hours a week as they wanted
as long as they maintained a ‘‘C’’ average;
requiring boating licenses for those 14 and
older; and making it easier to get an ‘‘A’’ at
River Ridge, but abolishing extra points for
attendance.

The mock legislative session has been
staged for the past four years, said teacher
Tom Fleming.

‘‘It’s better if they live the legislative
process,’’ he said.

Students agreed.
‘‘Even though they’re not real laws, you

still learn a lot,’’ said Gena Deluigi, 18. ‘‘It’s

just good to see how a bill gets passed. Now,
I can look at a bill and even though it may
already exist, I can see why this or that
wasn’t included in it . . . because it could
have come up in our session, too.’’

f

HAPPY 50TH WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY TO MR. AND MRS. WIL-
LIAM QUESENBERRY

HON. CHRISTOPHER COX
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. COX of California. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise in celebration of the 50th wedding anni-
versary of Mr. and Mrs. William Quesenberry
of Coral Gables, FL.

Bill, a graduate of Shenandoah Junior High
and Miami Senior High, first met Mary Belle
Gardner when she was a wintertime resident
of Miami Beach. Bill courted Mary Belle
throughout high school and his days at the
University of the South at Sewanee, TN. On
April 13, 1946, Bill and Mary Belle were mar-
ried on a beautiful, sunny day in Nashville,
TN.

After college, Bill flew in World War II as a
naval aviator. Upon returning from the war, Bill
followed his father’s footsteps into the whole-
sale grocery business. As a wholesale grocer,
Bill provided consumers with a wide variety of
products and competitive retail prices.

Bill and Mary Belle share a joy of traveling
that has led them across the globe. Their
sense of adventure has taken them to the fro-
zen land of Antarctica, a far cry from their
home in sunny Coral Gables, and even be-
neath the surface of the sea itself—Bill and
Mary Belle are accomplished scuba drivers
and snorkelers.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of their children and
grandchildren as well as their many friends, I
wish Bill and Mary Belle a happy golden wed-
ding anniversary in the hopes of many more to
come.
f

CONGRATULATIONS TO RED BANK
CATHOLIC

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the Red Bank Catholic Women’s
Basketball Team for winning the New Jersey
State High School Basketball Championship.

Back in the Sixth Congressional District,
these young women have provided their fans
and myself with much excitement and sense
of pride. From reaching the finals of the Shore
Conference Tournament to winning the State
Championship at the Meadowlands, Red Bank
Catholic has demonstrated its commitment to
excellence.

Throughout the year, Red Bank Catholic
has stressed the importance of team unity as
a major component of victory. This approach
to the season, in addition to its dedication and
hard work, provided the team with the nec-
essary drive to become the best high school
basketball team in the State of New Jersey.

In addition to the athletic abilities possessed
by this team, the players of Red Bank Catholic
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